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Images of Mars acquired by orbiting spacecraft reveal significant interannual variability in the behaviors of bright water ice features near the periphery of the RNPC.  These changes have been observed in the Olympia Planitia, Gemini Scopuli, and Abalos Scopuli regions of the cap.  We focus here on the Abalos Mensa outlier because of an unusually extensive record of observations dating back to Viking, including seven consecutive years of MOC and MARCI images.   We will augment that data base with images from the current MY 31 and will discuss the physical processes involved and implications for short-term climate variability.
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